JuNO Meeting Notes

January 8, 2008

Thank you to Katie Tucker, JuNO Board member, for her diligence to find us a great meeting place. And many thanks to Dan Jacobs, JuNO member, for coordinating the use of the community room at Ginomai, formerly the West Seattle Christian School, and for basically hosting the meeting.

If you’re an artist or you simply enjoy a good Art Walk, you’ll want to check out Ginomai (gee-no-my) at www.ginomai.blogspot.com. 

West Seattle RapidRide

Under the Transit Now initiative passed by voters in 2006, Metro is developing RapidRide, a bus rapid transit service. Slated to be third, after the Light Rail Link to the airport and a Redmond/Kirkland project is complete, is the West Seattle RapidRide project. Rapid Ride will provide frequent and reliable bus service between West Seattle with downtown Seattle beginning in 2010, when construction of the Alaska Way Tunnel/Viaduct is under way.  The line would replace Metro's current Route 54 along Fauntleroy Way Southwest and California Avenue Southwest, between Fauntleroy and downtown Seattle via the Alaska Junction.

Ellen Hansen, temporary community outreach coordinator, said that her group is compiling a public information report that City Council will ultimately read.  A flyer has already been mailed to residents of West Seattle asking for public comment.  Please everyone respond and make your comments known before February 1st. The public has one chance, and one chance only, to get involved before all preliminary studies are complete and the project enters the next phase of design.   If you do not receive a flyer, you can email Ellen at: Ellen.hansen@kingcounty.gov leave a message at (206)684-1154, or complete the online questionnaire on Metros website.  To find the questionnaire, copy this link into your browser: http://transit.metrokc.gov/up/archives/2008/wsea-rr-0108.html

Public meetings will be held 

Thursday, Jan. 24, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
The Hall at Fauntleroy, Vashon Room, 9131 California Ave. SW

Tuesday, Jan. 29, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
West Seattle Senior Center Multi-Purpose Room, 4217 SW Oregon St.

Wednesday, Jan. 30, Noon-3:00 p.m.
West Seattle Senior Center Multi-Purpose Room, 4217 SW Oregon St.

West Seattle Rapid Ride information is available at Metros website, http://transit.metrokc.gov

Jack Latteman, Project Manager, reiterated community outreach.  He mentioned 3 issues that need community comment:

1) Terminus options:

a. Morgan Junction

b. Fauntleroy Ferry Terminal

c. Westwood Village

2) Routing Option

Route buses down Fauntleroy between SW Alaska St and Avalon or continue down Alaska to 35th and stop at a station on 35th and Avalon where transfer to/from the 21 line is possible.  See map below.

3) Alaska Junction Stops:

Loop buses around Edmonds/44th and stop west of the “Walk All Ways” intersection or route buses up California Ave and turn on Alaska at the “Walk All Ways” intersection.   Consultants know there are issues with the turn on Alaska Street option and issues with placement of a station on California between Edmonds and Alaska streets.  Another alternative to route buses to 42nd (in front of Jefferson Square) and bypass the “Walk All Ways” intersection has been proposed. Issues such as negotiating tight corners, avoiding power poles, and clearing the crest of the hill on 42nd and Edmonds with articulated buses are all issues being investigated. Findings, however, will not be published until February after public meetings have already been held.  Jack will provide Erica with a copy of the consultant report. 

Consideration for these options:

Erica has concern about stations on California in the Alaska Junction being pedestrian unfriendly, unsafe, and destroying the “Walk All Ways” intersection. Erica asked what could be done to avoid parking congestion on the adjacent neighborhood streets.

Jack has additional concern about making transfers from other bus lines work for riders.  Addressing parking, he mentioned that people driving will be disbursed throughout many neighborhoods due to the length of the route, and that well planned connection to other bus lines will help alleviate the problem.  

A further discussion of neighbors is welcomed on the new JuNO blog: www.wsjuno.com
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Adopt-A-Street Program

Let’s get out of our houses, clean up our streets, and get to know each other!!!
Our first Adopt-A-Street cleanup will be February 9, 2008 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Meet in front of Kyle Mizell’s place (kyle.mizell@gmail.com)




4513B 40th Ave SW

Supplies, instructions, and coffee will be provided.  Dress warmly and bring a friend. Everyone is wanted.  After this event the city will prominently post two signs recognizing JuNO for our community support. 

If you have questions contact Kyle Mizell at kyle.mizell@gmail.com 

Emergency Preparedness

April is Disaster Preparedness Month.

Are we prepared?  Do we know which neighbors may need special assistance?  Do we have a designated meeting place is in case of an emergency? Would we know what to do and where to go?  Cindi Barker, guest from Morgan Community Association delivered the message about emergency preparedness.  She is looking for a volunteer coordinator from our neighborhood.  She will send Erica more information to distribute to our members.  

If you are interested please contact Erica at Erica@wsjuno.com or message our blog, wsjuno.com.  

Caucuses January 9, 2008

1:00 pm

After cleaning up our neighborhood, let’s clean up government too.  JuNO member and Precinct Committee Officer, Marcee Stone, reminded us that January 9th at 1:00 pm is the 34th District Precinct Democratic Caucuses. Marcee can be reached at marceestone@msn.com or (206)938-1963 if you would like more information. 

West Seattle caucus locations can be found at www.34dems.org
The Republican caucus will also take place on January 9th. 

Submitted by Lynley Barbano, January 9, 2008.

